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OFL Cultural Award

Guidelines
Introduction
The OFL Cultural Award was inaugurated at the 1995 OFL Convention from a recommendation contained in the OFL’s Cultural Policy of 1993.  The award was established to recognize those who have made a significant contribution to the development of the arts in the labour movement or whose work has advanced the cause of working people.  The following are guidelines for the award:

Criteria (Please note that any one or more of the following criteria are acceptable).

1) 
A person whose cultural work has advanced the cause of labour or has uniquely expressed the life of working people.

2)
A person who has made a significant contribution to the development of the arts in the labour movement.

3)
A union member who has created or utilized the arts in a unique or effective way to advance the cause of labour.

4)
A person whose cultural work has made a major contribution to the advancement of social justice in Ontario.

Nominations
Nominations for the award must be made in writing to the OFL and received by September 30th prior to the OFL Convention.  Nominations can be made by a union, union local or labour council.  The letter should explain which criteria the nominee is eligible under and the reasons for the nomination.

Selection
Final selection of the recipient will be made by a jury of three people selected by the OFL Arts and Labour Committee.  The jury will be made up of two representatives from the labour movement and one from the arts community.  The jury will prepare a short statement about the award recipient.


(see over)

Award
The award will be made at each OFL convention.  The prize should be an original work of art by an Ontario artist or a subscription to a performing arts organization in Ontario.

OFL Cultural Award
One of the recommendations of the OFL’s Cultural Policy document passed at the 1993 Convention was that a Cultural Award be given at its Biennial Convention to an Ontario Artist whose work advances the cause of working people.

Over the past number of years, the labour movement has helped to establish a number of labour arts programs including the Mayworks Festival, the OFL Banner Competition, the Workers Arts & Heritage Centre, the Artists and the Community/Workplace Program, as well as the many projects undertaken by various affiliated unions.  This has created a wealth of work that portrays and celebrates working people. The Cultural Award was established to acknowledge this work and recognize those who created it.

There are many awards given in the various arts and cultural fields - from the Genies and Juno’s to the Toronto Arts Awards and the Governor General’s Awards.  While many of these are well-deserved, few of them award the contribution many artists make to particular communities, their concerns for social issues or a commitment to expressing the realities of everyday life.

The OFL Cultural Award is presented to an artist who has made a unique and important contribution to the culture of the trade union movement or who, through their work, has advanced the concerns of working people and social justice.

The deadline for nominations is September 30, 2009.  For more information on the OFL Cultural Award please contact Laurie Hardwick, Director of Organization Services, by telephone at 416.443.7657, by fax at 416.441.1893 or by e-mail at lhardwick@ofl.ca.
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